
St. Ann’s Academy – Social Studies  
 

 Students at St. Ann’s Academy will use a variety of primary and secondary sources to research, compare, contrast, and discuss 
the history of cultures around the world.  Using writings, paintings, and artifacts, students will study the different cultural groups in the 
United States, as well as groups around the world, and discover how past cultures and civilizations helped shape our world today.  
Students will learn through research projects, guest speakers and interviews, reading about current events, and hands-on learning 
while visiting museums and historical places.   

 

History of the United States and New York State PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Understand major ideas, eras, and turning points in the history of the United States 
beginning with the 13 Original Colonies and ending with present day 

        

Understand the different cultural beliefs, customs, and traditions of families and groups of 
people as the roots of American culture 

        

Explain similarities and differences in families and cultures         

Define and explain American democracy and how it pertains to our lives as Americans         

Explain and understand important documents that helped shape the United States 
(Declaration of Independence, our Constitution, Gettysburg Address, Emancipation 
Proclamation, etc.) 

        

Name key people in American history and explain their accomplishments         

Understand the history of New York beginning with the earliest natives         

Explain the major developments found in New York throughout history         

Understand and explain events in history from different viewpoints (example: Native 
Americans vs. colonists; slaves vs. plantation owners, etc.) 

        

Develop a timeline of events from different time periods in U.S. history         

Hornell and Family History         

Develop an understanding of the history of Hornell and the surrounding area PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Name key people in the development of Hornell and explain their accomplishments         

Explain the importance of the railroad and its history in Hornell         

Name our city officials and explain the jobs they do         

Visit local places of interest (City Hall, historic buildings, etc.) to understand family history 
and connect it to Hornell’s history 

        

Develop a timeline of events from different periods in Hornell history         

Study family ancestors  PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Learn about personal cultural and ethnic backgrounds         

Recognize and share personal family traditions and customs         

Explain and appreciate the cultural similarities and differences among peers/classmates         



World History PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Understand world cultures and civilizations, including cultural values, beliefs, customs, 
norms, and traditions of different groups of people around the world 

        

Explain the accomplishments and contributions of different world cultures and civilizations         

Explain the similarities and differences of world cultures (past and present) and life today 
in America 

        

Understand the different political systems of different cultures         

Understand the different religious beliefs of other cultures         

Explain world events from differing perspectives         

Develop a timeline of events from different periods in world history         

Geography PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Locate and name the continents and oceans on Earth using a map and globe         

Define and explain the regions of the United States         

Understand and explain how cultures and groups of people settle in certain areas around 
the world  

        

Explain how people use natural resources to live and work         

Understand and explain political boundaries (states, countries, etc.)         

Locate and describe major landforms in the United States (Rocky Mountains, Mississippi 
River, Great Plains, etc.) 

        

Locate and describe major landforms around the world          

Use latitude and longitude to find places on a map and globe         

Understand and use parts of a map to locate places         

Compare different physical, human, and cultural characteristics of different regions and 
people 

        

Explain and use the different types of maps          

Investigate and understand the migration of populations on Earth         

Analyze and interpret data on a map in order to draw conclusions and make generalizations 
about different places on Earth 

        

Economics PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Understand and explain basic needs and wants of people         

Understand and explain the availability of resources on a nation’s economic growth          

Understand the concept of supply and demand and how it shapes our economy         

Explain how natural resources determine goods produced and jobs people have         

Understand and explain the interdependence of world countries on economic growth and 
development 

        

Define basic economic concepts and terminology such as scarcity, supply and demand,         



markets, opportunity costs, resources, productivity, economic growth, producer & 
consumer, and competition 

Understand the roles of consumers, producers, workers, investors, and voters         

Investigate the different currencies around the world         

Civics, Citizenship, and Government PK K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

Explain the government of the United States (the balance of power, three branches, etc.)         

Define and explain the concept of democracy         

Compare the different types of governments around the world         

Compare the rights of citizens around the world and in different governmental systems         

Study and explain our Constitution and our basic rights as citizens         

Explain how governments throughout history helped shaped our American government         

Explore the similarities and differences between the Constitution of the United States and 
the Constitution of New York State 

        

Describe our government at the local, state, and federal level         

Understand and describe the basic values and duties of citizens of the United States         

Identify local, state, and national leaders in government         

Define citizenship and explain what it means to be a good citizen at home, in school, and in 
society 

        

Understand the process of the judicial system and jury service         

Explain and describe the importance of voting and community service         

Describe a United States citizen’s basic rights         

Understand and explain the need for laws at the local, state, and national level         

Participate in various community service activities and events (Salvation Army bell, 
collecting food for the food pantry, sponsoring a child in a third world country, etc.) 

        

  
 

KEY 
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