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Lyin’ den? China 
zoo replaces big 
cat with big dog

BEIJING (AP) — Be-
hold the regal lion and 
hear its mighty ... bark?

A zoo in the central 
China city of Luohe at-
tempted to pass off  a 
Tibetan mastiff  as a li-
on, state media report-
ed. The large, aggressive 
breed has a trademark 
bushy mane that gives 
it a lion-like appearance, 
but its vocalizations are 
more woof than roar.

The Beijing Youth Dai-
ly said Friday the zoo al-
so had a dog in the wolf 
cage, foxes in the leop-
ard enclosure and nutri-
as in the snake den.

Though the zoo said 
it wasn’t trying to fool 
anyone, it issued an 
apology to the public 
and closed for “rectifi ca-
tion,” reported another 
newspaper, the Beijing 
News. It also planned 
to reorganize its pub-
lic-private management 
structure, although the 
details were still being 
worked out, the news-
paper said.

The Beijing Youth Dai-
ly quoted zoo manag-
er Liu Suya as denying 
any attempt at decep-
tion, saying the lion had 
been lent out for breed-
ing and would be back 
soon. The dog belonged 
to a friend of a zoo keep-
er who was on a busi-
ness trip and needed 
a place to keep his pet 
while away, Liu said.

Liu said the leopard 
had also been lent out 
for breeding, while the 
snake and wolf were 
merely sheltering from 
the torrid summer heat. 
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CANASERAGA – Six lo-
cal boys recently returned 
home from their journey to 
the 2013 American Legion 
Boys’ State with stories of 
camaraderie, dedication 
and, mostly, just how in-
tense a Marine can be.

The six boys to make the 
journey were Caleb Liv-
ingston, Kyle MacNaugh-
ton, Derek Ras, Dylan 
Broughton, David Robin-
son and Robert Leete.

Boys’ State is a leader-
ship action program where 
high school juniors partici-
pate in a practical govern-
ment course designed to 
develop a working knowl-
edge of government.

Participants spend a 
week at Morrisville State 
College. About 1,100 boys 
attended this year.

Throughout the week, 
the boys are assigned a 
government job, and must 
perform that job through-
out the week. Jobs in-
clude fi refi ghter, commis-
sioner of public works or 
state trooper. There are al-
so elected positions such as 
governor or senator, which 
the boys must campaign 
for.

“The kids are given a 
number. The odds go with 
one party, and the evens go 
with the other party,” said 
counselor Walt Lindsley. 
“From there. They nom-
inate candidates and at-
tempt to get them elected.”

New York is the on-
ly state to have Marines at 
its Boys’ State, who help 
teach the boys discipline. 
Each of the six boys said 
working with the Marines 
was tough, intense and 
rewarding.

Boys’ State highlights 
talked about included hav-
ing a 90-year old Iwo Gi-
ma veteran lead the sing-
ing of the Star Spangled 
Banner, learning the com-
plexity of the government 
and hearing a Holocaust 
survivor speak.

“The Holocaust survivor 
has been speaking at Boys’ 
State for fi ve or six years 
now,” said Lindsley. “Ev-
ery year she gets the Best 
Speaker Award.”

The candidates are 

chosen through a simple 
process. High school coun-
selors give out information 
to juniors, and those inter-
ested are welcome to apply. 
Young men with outstand-
ing leadership, character, 
scholarship, service and 
citizenship are chosen to 
participate.

Many men in the Amer-
ican Legion have attended 
Boys’ State, as well as some 
well known professionals. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Tom Brokaw are just two 

of the more well-known
participants. Clinton was
even elected to Boys’ Na-
tional, where he met Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

The American Legion
Boys’ State program has
been going on for more
than 50 years, with the
fi rst one held in 1946. 

“This program has been
a great thing for many
young men,” said Lindsley.
“We can’t spend our ma-
ny on anything better than
Boys’ State.”

BOYS’ STATE

THE FUTURE OF THE NATION

OSSIAN – A Canaseraga 
teen was pronounced dead 
at the scene following an 
accident in which a truck 
rolled over into the woods 
Sunday morning, the Liv-
ingston County Sheriff 's 
Offi  ce reported.

Connor Gilbert, 16, of 
Canaseraga, was pro-
nounced dead after he 
was riding in the passen-
gers seat of a truck which 

crashed into the woods. 
Gilbert was a student at 
Canaseraga Central School 
and was a member of the 
baseball team.

The wreck occurred at 
approximately 5:35 a.m., 
but was not reported un-
til 8 a.m. because the truck 
was covered by trees that 
were sheered off  from the 
collision. The vehicle was 
discovered by a driver who 

saw the downed trees and 
investigated, before calling 
911.

The truck was driven by 
Nathan Poddany, 18, of Ca-
naseraga. Poddany sus-
tained serious injuries in 
the rollover and was air-
lifted to Strong Memori-
al Hospital, where he re-
mained in stable condition.

Deputies say that Pod-
dany was driving south on 

White Road in the Town of 
Ossian. He allegedly lost 
control of the truck, which 
veered off  the road. The 
truck struck several trees 
before overturning, com-
ing to rest on the passen-
ger side.

Both Poddany and Gil-
bert had to be removed 
from the car using the 
Jaws of Life, a hydraulic 
tool.

The cause of the crash is
still under investigation.

Investigating at the
scene were Investigator
Tom Dougherty, Major
Matt Burgess, Major Chris
Smith, Sergeant Norm
Zeh, Sergeant Chad Drap-
er, Deputy Chad Vanauken
and Deputy Kane.

Livingston County EMS
was also on the scene to
provide medical support.
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Canaserega teen killed

HORNELL - St. Ann’s 
Academy is pleased to an-
nounce the following 
teaching placements for the 
2012-14 school year: Kris-
ten Lawrence (afternoon 
teacher and after-school 
enrichment program 
teacher); Michelle Ahrens 
(fi rst and second grades); 
Kristen Amidon (Kinder-
garden); Tammie Mullen 
(Pre-K 3); Stacy Illi (third 

and fourth grades); and Sa-
mantha Murphy (Pre-K 4).

All of the teachers hold a 
degree in education along 
with NYS certifi cation.

“I’m very excited about 
the new teachers. They’re 
an energetic, creative 
team and work well to-
gether,” said Penny Gray, a 
St. Ann’s Academy Board 
member.

Laura Picco, another 

board member, said the 
staffi  ng increase was nec-
essary due to increasing 
enrollment.

“We are especially excit-
ed to have added a dedi-
cated After-School Enrich-
ment Program teacher,” 

said Picco. “Our after-
school program has been 
enhanced for this year and 
will include structured 
hands-on learning activi-
ties such as science exper-
iments, art projects, lego 
labs, iPad labs, and more. 

Working parents appreci-
ate this program as it of-
fers their children a seam-
less day, with drop-off  
beginning at 7:30 a.m. and 
the after-school enrich-
ment program running 
until 5 p.m.”

NEW SCHOOL YEAR

St. Ann’s Academy 
hires teachers

■ Small Town. Big Spirit 
of Wallace
■ Hammondsport BBQ 
Competition
■ More Preseason 
Football

■ Tribune Poll
■ Photo Galleries
■ Entertainment News

From left to right, the St. Ann’s Academy faculty: Kirsten Lawrence, Michelle Ahrens, 
Kristen Amidon, Tammie Mullen, Stacey Illi, and Samantha Murphy.                               

The six young men who attended Boys’ State are Kyle MacNaughton, Caleb Livingston, David Robinson, Robert 
Leete, Dylan Broughton and Derek Ras.

Six young men learn 
the inner workings 
of government.


